
Meeting Held: Wednesday 30 January 2019 

1. Welcome and safety briefing:  John Hayes welcomed everyone and called the
meeting to order.  John pointed out conveniences and fire exit doors and informed
the group what to do in an emergency.

2. Present: John Hayes, Trevor Daniell, Jill Stansfield, Marie Poff, Bev Chappell,
Sonya Sloan, Bronwyn Glavin, Richard Richardson, Nancy Pollock (left early),
Bernie Randall, Helen McKernan, Kathy Spies, Carol Evans, Karyn Crocker, Barbara
Nicolls, Michelle Parnell (guest speaker), Claire Rewi, Moko Morris, Brandy Griffith
(guest speaker), Leole Malama-Prasad.

3. Apologies: Marie O’Sullivan, Jenny Glen, Jan Reid, Dermot Whelan, Cr Janet
Holborrow.

Matters arising from last minutes: There were no matters arising from the last
minutes and these were then accepted as a true and accurate record of the
November meeting. This motion was moved by Kāryn and seconded by Jill.

Claire spoke about expressions of interest regarding elections for the group this year
and emails had been sent out with information/nomination forms. Voting to be done
at next meeting in February.  Working Group form has been passed around for
selection by group members and people can email Claire with expressions of
interest.   Sonya asked if it was required to chair the meeting if you are head of a
working group – Claire advised this was not necessary.

4. Guest Speaker – Michelle Parnell, KCDC – speaking on town centre projects.
Michelle noted that the focus for this financial year was on Waikanae Town Centre
Project – specifically the Mahara Place upgrade.  A hand out was provided by
Michelle to tie in with her presentation.  Michelle spoke about the vision for Mahara
Place.  The temporary pop up library will be affected during the renovations which
have now started.  Disruption will be kept to a minimum but there will be dust etc
from time to time. Jill requested a second handrail on the left of the steps in View 1
on the slide deck.  There had been public consultation and the vision has come out
of this.  Vibrant, inclusive and well connected were key to the planning of the new
layout of Mahara Place. There will be informal seating, event space, new lighting and
new plantings. Artist impressions were shown and these can be seen in the handout.
It was pointed out that there were steps in the plan and Michelle explained that
because there is a difference in the level of Mahara Place of one metre these were
necessary.  However, full mobility scooter/wheelchair access is also available. The
layout has been designed to meet New Zealand Accessibility/Mobility Standards.
The first stage of the build to be completed by August.  Michelle asked for opinions
on next stage as to what group would like to see done.  Nikau palms are going to
replace the Phoenix palms that have been removed.  Not all tiles will be removed.
Some will be pulled up and reused/recycled.  In regards to painted asphalt Jill noted
the colour choices need to be carefully chosen in regards to Irlen Syndrome



sufferers – is a perception disorder that affects the brains ability to process visual
information. Irlen syndrome is not an ocular problem certain colours can cause
issues.  It was noted that there will be no new toilets at the moment but there is
budget for this once art gallery project gets going.

There was a little time before the next speaker and Jill spoke about the fact that she
had written to Kris Faafoi regarding emergency situations. Jill read out Kris’s reply
which stated that government suggested prescriptions were kept filled and that
people should have a household plan in place especially with those who may need
help.  Alternative arrangements for those with mobility issues should be pre-agreed
with others as required.  

5. Guest speaker – Brandy Griffith, KCDC - Brandy spoke on ALAC’s Alcohol and
Older People booklet and the plan for its distribution. Through Health Promotion
Agency (“HPA”) there is a booklet about alcohol and the older person and the idea
was to distribute this.  However, there needs to be a plan, hence Brandy’s presence
at the meeting to get input from the group.

Jill suggested the booklet be delivered to all letter boxes. Other suggested areas for
distribution of the booklet were through the Grey Power magazine, retirement
villages, GP surgeries and libraries. There was also a suggested to incorporate the
booklet with advertising delivery agent or enclose with Observer or Kāpiti News. 
Bernie noted that Paraparaumu Central and Waikanae West two problem areas and
to focus on these areas first in terms of the booklet distribution.  It was mentioned
that stats were done when the pub was still in Waikanae.

Brandy spoke about the review of the alcohol-free zones by-law and noted there are
no changes.  Kāpiti has wide alcohol-free zones and these will continue status quo.
There was no widening of the alcohol-free zones in Ōtaki.  Marie asked if alcohol
was an issue for older people.  It was noted that Kāpiti has one of the highest levels
of alcohol related conditions.  Dr Stephen Palmer who had presented to the group at
a meeting last year had suggested a local alcohol policy and this was reflected in the
OPC submission.  Kathy asked if this was young people getting older or just older
people starting to drink.  ie. chronic versus acute.  The high level of alcohol in RTD
and other alcoholic drinks was mentioned. 

6. Road Safety Advisory Group: Sonya informed the group that the advisory
group was meeting next week and asked if anyone had anything for her to take to
the meeting.  Sonya also informed the group that the government were now looking
at the speed of anything on the footpath.  Sonya reiterated that the group was not in
favour of e-scooters until rules and regulations were in place around these.  John
asked if we should be looking at transport legislation. Sonya believes that mobility
scooters should be registered.  No regulations for bicycles in terms of road rules etc.
Anyone can ride a bike without licence or training.  Sonya believes young children
should be instructed from an early age.  Claire noted that KCDC has a person who
visits schools regarding road safety but they have a lot of schools to cover.
Concerns were raised again about mobility scooters/e-scooters etc on footpaths.

7. CWB Advisory Group Update – Jenny absent.

8. Report back from Working Groups: nothing to report as too early in year.



8. Round the Table -

John – Housing will become an election issue.  Council have had a report from
Taskforce for about a year and an unsatisfactory response was forthcoming. Some
members of the Housing Taskforce are meeting with Mayor and other Council
officers on Friday.  Meeting with core group taking place on 13 February meeting.  A
more public discussion needs to occur. Government is spending $27 million a week
helping people paying rents (accommodation supplements). Up from $20 million a
week last year.  Women, Māori and senior citizens are more likely to receive the
accommodation supplement with older people going up at a greater rate.

Trevor - Council considering a paper tomorrow about joining the district housing
MOU (Memo of Understanding).  There is a group running trying to improve
conditions and KCDC is the only Council missing from this.  Need to be strong on
submissions to Annual Plan to get things moving.  Age Friendly not on list of Council
policies being looked at this year.  Jill and Trevor will be talking with Council about
this.  Housing group recommendations are attached to this paper.  Bernie asked if a
resolution from OPC would be helpful to go to Council expressing concern regarding
housing for older people and social housing.  Claire noted that the houses being sold
are not social housing houses. Kathy suggested that maybe Council need to have a
social housing policy.  Recommendation is not to sell off pensioner housing –
recommendation is that as a pensioner unit comes up it goes to the community
housing group which would then be leased out. People renting these would have
access to rental supplement so more money to purchase more properties.  Housing
NZ looking to build more houses in Kāpiti (Makarini St, Paraparaumu) and are
currently working through the consent process.

Jill – increasing trend in older age group that fewer older people own their own
homes.

Marie – special needs families – can purpose built homes be built?  For example, a
mini Abbeyfield with rent sharing etc.  Marie goes to the Pop In Centre and
encouraged anyone to come along. Once a week on a Friday 1-3pm at the
Community Centre.

Bev – Age Concern have four exercise groups starting this month – call Age
Concern if you are interested.

Sonya – Alison Vautier recognised in Christmas honours.  Gift wrapping at
Coastlands was a financial success.  Sonya commented on how wonderful the girls
from the local college were.  Sonya thanked everyone who supported the event.

John – Age Connect Kāpiti – there is a new group starting up.

Bronwyn – Stroke Awareness Week coming up in April.  Everyday there are 24
people in New Zealand who have a stroke.  Message from Bronwyn is don’t wait if
you think you are having a stroke as there is a four to six-hour window for treatment
for best recovery results.

Richard – noted that bikes, scooters etc on pathways was a problem.

Bernie – proposed the following resolution:



OPC expressed concern that:
a) Council has not followed up on the Kāpiti Coast Community Housing

Taskforce report;
b) KCDC is not a member of the Wellington Regional Housing Response Group;
c) Current policy work programme contains no reference to housing;
d) No action has been taken on the Age Friendly Policy despite it being in the

LTP since 2010 (date needs to be confirmed).

Claire asked what would happen to this resolution. Trevor says needs to be typed up
and delivered to Council tonight.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Bernie
would send an email to Kathy and Trevor with the details and Kathy would speak to it
tomorrow at the Council meeting in the public speaking time slot.

Handrail requested at Tennis Court Rd seat by Jill.  Claire noted that there is a group
going around saying that Councils are putting handrails on seats to prevent
homeless people sleeping on them.

Helen – believes 10km an hour on footpaths too fast and would suggest 5kmph.

Kathy – there has been no Community Board meeting yet this year.  Bernie and
Kathy supporting toilet upgrade/new toilets at McLean Park.  Apparently there was a
rumour going around late last year that the Kenepuru Shuttle had stopped but this is
not the case.  Iride McCloy has set up a health advocacy group in Waikanae.  In the
next few months there will be some action regarding urgent care after hours in Kāpiti
but still taking shape.  This would mean people could be diagnosed in Kāpiti rather
than having to go to Wellington.  No details to hand yet.

Carol – road safety – there are a number of people who walk out on road crossings
without looking or can’t be seen with perhaps a tree overhanging.  Sonya suggests
ringing Council to report this type of thing and get job number so you can follow up if
needs be.  Carol also noted that no-one has put their name forward for a new
chairperson.  Forms have been passed out for voting at the next meeting.

Kāryn – Ngaio Rd – widening the footpath so more pedestrians and scooters can go
down.  

Barbara – missing out on performances in Kāpiti in terms of music due to losses and
retirements of choir masters etc.

Leole – nothing from Leole.

John thanked everyone for their attendance and asked people not to forget the
nomination forms for the next meeting.

10. The meeting came to a close at 2.45pm.  

After the meeting had closed Trevor put forward a resolution for OPC to support
application by Grey Power for funding from Office of Seniors through the Community
Connects Funding Scheme.
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