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Meeting Held: Wednesday 27 November 2019, Council Chambers, Kāpiti Coast
District Council, Rimu Rd, Paraparaumu.

1. Welcome/mihi and safety briefing:  Claire Rewi welcomed everyone, called the
meeting to order and performed mihi.  Claire then pointed out conveniences, the fire
exit doors and informed the group what to do in an emergency.

2. Present: Richard Robertson, Karyn Crocker, Carol Evans, Suzanne Deadman,
Claire Rewi (KCDC), Sonya Sloan, Marie O’Sullivan, John Hayes, Trevor Daniells,
Kevin Burrows, Kara Kearney (KCDC), Tania Parata, Shirley Reid, Jenny Glen,
Bryan Millar, Kathy Spiers, Beverley Chappell, Margaret Stevenson-Wright, Sue
Emirali, Tristine Tilly, Margaret Doogan, Maata (Martha) Henderson, Internal Affairs
representatives  Leole Malama-Prasad and Tanja Van Huyssteen.
3. Apologies: Jill Stansfield, David Swallows, Dermot Wheelan, Steve Anderton,
Bronwyn Glavin

Matters arising from October 2019 minutes:  There were no matters arising from
the last minutes and these were accepted as a true and accurate record of the
October meeting. The motion to accept the minutes was moved by Sonya Sloan and
seconded by Bryan Millar.

Councillor Martin Halliday introduced himself to the group as he has the Health and
Seniors portfolios for KCDC.  Martin then left the meeting and the group enjoyed an
afternoon tea provided by the Council.

4. Eleven years of the Kāpiti Coast Older Person’s Council – looking back to
go forward

Tania spoke to a Power Point presentation which included the history of the group
including photos of events held by the group.  The group was originally called the
Kāpiti Coast Council of Elders and the first meeting was held in 2009.  Tania noted
the group was a valued and well-respected advisory group. Statistics from the
district were shown with a breakdown of Ōtaki as a snapshot, for example, of how
many over 85 year olds lived there. By having these statistics, KCDC can better
understand the requirements of the communities within the district.

5. What’s next for OPC?

Collective thinking required to come up with a plan for 2020.  Claire took over and
used the whiteboard to facilitate this discussion.  Claire asked why people came to
OPC and the following answers were given by group members:

*Food
*Information about what’s going on.
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*Kathy comes on behalf of the Community Board for issues that she can take back.
*Kevin comes on behalf of Grey Power.
*So that concerns can be brought forward.
*To try and initiate change.
*To learn about issues where submissions or advocacy work is required.
*Hear about problems in the community.
*Sharing of information.
*Health issues.
*Positive aging activity to be involved in.
*Giving/receiving.
*Participation.
*To feel empowered.
*To be less ignorable.
*Excuse to get dressed up.

5. What would YOU like to see the OPC achieve in 2020?

*More people getting involved at meeting and participating in activities.
*Other cultures/ethnicities at the meetings.
*Possibly a new name as current name may be seen as intimidating – no view is
irrelevant.
*Kevin – liaising with other groups in the community.
*Have representatives on other groups such as youth groups.
*Be congruous with Long Term Plan.
*Publicise the group/hold a recruitment drive.
*Diversity within the group.
*Carol – putting in place initiatives for overcoming loneliness.
*Age Friendly.
*Margaret SW wanted extended hours for Gold Card.
*Climate change and kerbside waste collection issues addressed.
*e- waste issues addressed.

In particular, Marie listed the following goals:

*The relaxation of lending criteria for seniors.
*Persuade Council to take active role in social housing.
*Schemes for EVs for older people.
*Advocate for small loans to older people.
*Reinstatement of grant for repairs/maintenance for over 65s.

Sue noted that all topics come back to health.

Marie asked the question as to whether the group is superfluous.  It was noted that
the point of difference of the group is that it is an advisory group to Council.  Marie
didn’t necessarily believe this interface was functioning well. With the portfolio
system now in place this may change as Councillors are required to report back on
their portfolios.

Noted that the group need to hear back from the Councillor who is charged with the
Senior’s Portfolio (Martin Halliday).
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6. What would YOU like to see the OPC achieve beyond 2020

*IDOP – Sonya would like to see the group take part every year.
*Activists – IDOP – head to parliament to highlight this day.
*Representative on CWB – Jenny noted nothing comes forward from the group to
take back to CWB.
*Sonya – believed it was worthwhile being involved in the road safety group
*Advocating for hospital here in Kāpiti
*Promote health and wellbeing with older people and how the group can help to
facilitate this in the community.
*A positive group
*Promoting positive aging

Claire noted that the idea is to create a work programme and price this up and check
to see what else is going on in the community.  A business case can be built if
needed for some projects.

6. Getting to where we need to go?

What type of group?

Tania spoke to the current set up of the group and asked if this was working.  Felt
that it wasn’t necessarily working with the revolving Chair.  It was noted that Bernie
Randall was in favour of the revolving Chair.  Diversity is required to understand the
needs of others – acknowledging that some of this is missing and how the group
incorporate this.

John explained the reasons that he was no longer wanting to Chair the meetings.
Elections will be held in New Year for a new Chair.  Discussion around group
structure took place with various views expressed.

Sue complimented the KCDC Connected Communities Team and felt the group were
listened to and this sentiment was echoed by the group.

OPC would like more time in front of Council and Tania suggested that perhaps
present a formal report to Council once or twice a year.

Councillors get copies of the minutes each month.  Could other government
agencies be involved/attend the meetings.  IRD attend a group in Ōtaki, could they
come along to this group?

Kevin - would the group like to be a focus group for Age Friendly.

Sonya recorded a vote of thanks for Tania and would like to invite Tania to speak to
the group regarding her role in the new year.  A round of applause was given.

Claire asked for ideas for speakers for 2020.
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Marie had produced a draft brief for Council and Claire asked how the group would
like to proceed.

There had been some changes within Council.  All meetings will be held on
Thursdays but briefings held on Tuesday when people come in to speak.

Tristine spoke to the group about the Age Concern programme of work.  In second
year of project, first year was information gathering.  Now implementing in the
community.  This is about isolation/loneliness within the community.  New
ambassador for Paekakariki and looking for others in district.  Community
neighbourhood – trying to get people connected in their communities.

7. Round the Table

John -  regarding group recruitment – meetings in Ōtaki and other areas required –
somewhat siloed here in Paraparaumu.

Sonya – coordinator for Age Concern Xmas wrapping in Coastlands – looking for
volunteers.  Shirley put her hand up.

Bev – would like to thank the group.

Margaret – asked what wrapping skills required in regards to Sonya’s request.

Kevin – the waste minimisation report coming out soon and suggested group read
this.  Kevin noted that Age friendly workshops taking place – will develop online
survey from results of this.  Trevor will be sending out information to the group if
group happy to have their email addresses used.  The group happy for this to take
place.

Jenny – trail bikes becoming a problem.  New opening of new bridge at roundabout
in Ōtaki and this was well attended.

Shirley – getting married in January.

Sue – horse tracks a novelty as many places don’t have these in other parts of
Wellington etc.

Matta – enjoys being in her peer group.  Matta has been in Kāpiti for two years and
shared a little about her life.

Margaret – enjoys coming to the group

Suzanne – interested in what the Mayor and Councillors would like when they are
older. Enjoys the group.

Carol – Happy Xmas to all.

Karyn – Happy Xmas to all.
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Richard – enjoys coming to the group and meeting everyone.  Biggest interest is
getting a hospital.

Bryan – offers free training for people using mobility scooters.

Marie – had a meeting with MBIE in regards to erosion of financial security.  MBIE
have asked for input into their responsible lending code.  Response received from
Julianne Genter about scooters and Gold Card hours.  Working on a scheme to
subsidise people to enable them to buy an electric vehicle.  Waste report – can
comments from workshop be included in this?  Will report back as and when on
issues.

Claire thanked everyone for attending and for their input.

8. The meeting came to a close at 3.10pm
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