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Meeting Held: Wednesday 29 July 2020, Council Chambers, Kāpiti Coast District
Council, Rimu Rd, Paraparaumu.

1. Welcome and safety briefing:  Jill Stansfield welcomed everyone and called the
meeting to order.  Jill then pointed out conveniences, the fire exit doors and informed
the group what to do in an emergency.

Present: Jill Stansfield (Chair), Richard Robertson, Karyn Crocker, Carol Evans,
Claire Rewi (KCDC), Trevor Daniell, Kathy Spiers, Beverley Chappell, Rachel
Kirsopp (Grey Power), Margaret Stevenson-Wright, Jacky Renouf, Sonya Sloan,
Jenny Glen, Bryan Millar, David Ogden, Cr Martin Halliday, Richard Robertson,
Suzanne Deadman, Dermot Whelan

2. Apologies: John Hayes, David Swallows, Cr Bernie Randall, Nancy Pollock

Margaret Stevenson-Wright spoke about a post on the Waikanae Community Board
FB page regarding Waikanae Watch and the Gateway Project and wanted it noted
that it did not reflect the views of the Community Board.

3. Matters arising from June 2020 minutes:

Jill wanted an update on whether the NZTA submission had been made.  Trevor
stated it was made on behalf of Grey Power.  Offered a copy to anyone who wishes
it.  Jill had not received a copy and Martin offered to send her one.  Workplan – Jill
thanked Martin for the workplan he had submitted to Council.

Rachel Kirsopp proposed that the minutes be accepted, Margaret Stevenson-Wright
seconded.

4. Guest Speaker – Kerry Lovell, Manager of Kāpiti Foodbank

Jill introduced the guest speaker.  Kerry introduced herself as the co-ordinator of the
Kāpiti Foodbank who are now based in the Community Centre.  Foodbank open 10-
12 every week day. Three volunteers come in each day and are mostly retired
people.  Work from Paekakariki to Peka Peka.  People are entitled to three food
parcels a year with no proof of need but once over this a referral is required.
Foodbank work with other agencies to ensure efficient delivery of services.  Clients
are varied and come from many backgrounds, low income or no income but since
lockdown more families with reduced or no income at all.  In some cases one
household bill is enough to bring a family to need the foodbank services.  Some
subsidies have stopped since Covid-19.  Seeing “normal” folk coming in to use the
Foodbank.  Some clients live with trauma and hardship constantly.  Additions are a
factor in life in NZ.  A lot of women coming in who have no choice in their lifestyles.
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Alcohol is also another factor.  Kerry advocated that we require social change and
Covid-19 had opened the door but are we prepared to go through it?

Kerry noted that two important human needs (amongst others) are (a) to matter and
(2) to belong.  We join clubs etc and we often say “we belong”.  Many coming to the
Foodbank don’t feel that they belong.  They don’t think that they matter.  Some live in
their cars and vans and emergency housing.  They do not feel as though they belong
anywhere and spend money on their addiction rather than food.  Kerry noted the
problem with P in Kāpiti.  Some grandparents looking after their grandchildren.  June
2019 to June 2020 the Foodbank gave out parcels to 3,179 persons. In June alone
this year 381 persons have been given parcels. Our will is the opposite of addiction.
Without will it is hard to be connected or motivated.  Without connection Kerry
believes we do not matter and do not belong.  Need social change that adds value to
our community.  Solutions rather than problems.  Need to cultivate our will to be able
to say no to apathy.  These issues belong to our community.  Kāpiti needs groups
that “value add”.  Social policy can be challenging and not always aiding “value add”
and positive social change.  We need to ask ourselves what we can do as a group to
value add or do we keep funding the Foodbank?

Rachel – where does the food come from? Kerry answered that it comes from the
community, particularly boxes at the supermarket where people can put donations.
The Foodbank relies on the community.  Kerry noted there is currently an abundance
at the moment due to the generous donations over Covid-19.
David – how many foodbanks are there?  There is one in Ōtaki and one in
Paraparaumu.
Claire noted many churches have foodbanks connected to their churches and hand
out to their constituents.
Sonya – the three parcels per year… how does this get recorded?  Could different
members from one family come in?  Yes, is the answer so always a challenge. Kerry
noted they need to be a non-judgemental organisation and there are a few refusals
but generally they just do their best.  Addiction – concern of Sonya’s if legalisation of
marijuana where people may spend their money on this rather than food.  Kerry
responded and noted from her research she believed P problem will be less once
marijuana legalised as currently hard to get marijuana.
Carol Evans had done research around housing and was shocked at what she found
including visiting the Foodbank and listening to stories.  It was noted that there is
help but people do not always take this up.

Kerry noted one of the aims of the agency during and since lockdown is collaborating
with other agencies but need to tackle the P and alcohol problem.  Jacky asked
about government food grants and schools.  Kerry had received a call from DIA and
felt supported during Covid-19 and had been offered many grants.  Community in
Kāpiti have been so generous that the grants were turned down.  Only two schools
eligible for the food in schools as is based on decile rating.
David asked about continuing care for people.  Kerry noted it is a case by case
scenario and if high risk or high need they will be referred on and try to fill gaps.
Kerry noted that in regards to education we need to learn to cultivate a “will” which
doesn’t come naturally, and as adults we must be better role models.
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Trevor – is there a central data system – Kerry noted there isn’t and most agencies
do not have the ability to gather data.  It was suggested that Community Boards
might be a place where information can be gathered?

Noted that Kerry hasn’t made a presentation to Council.

5. CWB Advisory Group Update

Meeting held last night.  Jenny took the motion that Claire had sent to her from the
minutes last month and spoke to this at the meeting.  Asking cyclists to call out when
coming up behind pedestrians.  Spoke about green bag waste which was higher with
people taking out their animals more often during lockdown.  Stuart from KCDC
looking at rubbish bins along two main roads – ie. Te Moana and Kāpiti Rd.  In the
submission Sonya had wanted to highlight education on bell ringing etc and dog
walkers who throw their bags on the sidewalk.

Margaret spoke about animals not able to pick up the frequency coming from e-bikes
and what a concern this is.  In some places overseas it is a requirement to make a
noise when passing walkers.  Submission included a request that Council can make
bylaws. Apparently, NZTA never had the jurisdiction to allow scooters or e-bikes to
travel at the speed they do on footpaths so not a simple solution and will come from
central government.  Community education seen as important.  Rachel was aware
from the Age Friendly Survey of people who are nervous to go out walking due to e-
bikes etc.

Jenny had been to a meeting where the guest speaker called Janice Hill was putting
together information on NZ trails such as wheelchair accessibility, gradients etc.
Jenny noted the group would be ideal to give such feedback and information.  Sue
was at the same meeting and noted she was now part of a group to identify the five
best trails for those with disabilities.  Martin – noted issues with enforcement around
trails.  David noted e-bikes dangerous. Richard noted we need to educate cyclists.
Parents riding with their children on the footpaths near schools was an issue.  

6. Road Safety Advisory Group (“RSA”) Update

Sonya has resigned from Road Safety Advisory Group as she is now involved with
Age Concern and doing a programme on education and is looking after this. Richard
Robertson volunteered to take on this role of RSA representative.  Jill thanked Sonya
for all her efforts over the past few years on the RSA group.

7. Report back from workgroups

Age Friendly: Jill asked for members of this group to stay behind after the meeting
to touch base.  Trevor noted that Grey Power had sent out a survey via email and
paper and had received approximately 800 replies.

Events:  Sonya – nothing at this stage. Celebration of the Older Person coming up
on 1st October. Claire noted that Parks and Open Spaces have been approached by
GWRC and looking at doing a combined event at the Stadium this year.  Cat Wilde
from the Parks Department looking after this and Claire will pass on Sonya’s details.
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Policy & Submissions: not raised.

8. Round the Table

Kathy noted a meeting tonight for Beach Bylaw.  Mandy Savage noted it had been
quiet at Cancer Society with services available, perhaps due to their new location.
WREMO – street party.

Richard Robertson – Palmerston North and Napier have special area for driver
education.

Carol – nothing.

Dermot – Age Concern – there is a project ongoing around social isolation and now
doing a pilot study in Waikanae around “community connectors”. Got the idea from a
town in Somerset, England called Frome.  Community connectors are mainly
businesses such as hairdressers, baristas, etc who have likelihood of coming into
contact with people in the community who might be socially isolated.  A volunteer
went around Waikanae and listed 173 businesses and narrowed this down to 25 who
may be interested and appropriate.  Have approached these and 13 of those, without
more than a two-minute explanation, were keen.  By the end of September Dermot
would like to approach more than 100 business district wide.  The businesses get
given a brochure which explains what it’s all about.

Karyn – had visited a gentleman who was put in Eldon Lodge but no-one knew
where he was as his house had been sold.  Asked about banking and what was
going on?

Beverly – Age Concern has a good website.  AgeConnectKāpiti.co.nz  Need to think
about EPOs.

Bryan Millar – spoke about low powered vehicles and the hazards they present.

Sue – sustainable transport strategy consultation closes on Friday.  Banking – issues
with people with disabilities.  Uses telephone banking and finds this works well.  Can
pay people via phone banking too and can speak to someone to do this if needs be.
Trialling an app at Wgtn Hospital on Friday which allows you to find your way around
via GPS.

Jenny – no rep from PPO2 and asked if group happy if she represented on this
group.  Everyone very happy with this proposal.  Can we invite someone with
dementia to the meeting?  Claire will invite Anne Schumaker.

Martin – Workplan report – noted it was Beverly who had presented the Workplan
and Martin had just introduced Beverly at the meeting.

Trevor – handed out Appendix 2: Definitions from the refreshed Annual Plan and
noted the “Dependency Ratio” paragraph.  Martin felt it was a wording issue.  Trevor
noted it is in the ED strategy and doesn’t refer to any action or proposed action within
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that strategy and believes it is ageist.  Wants the support of the OPC to have this
taken out of the document.  There was a resounding hand raising in favour of this.
Trevor noted it is a national issue but of course Kāpiti is a unique proposition in this
regard.

Margaret – is on welfare committee for Ōtaki RSA and spoke about some of the
stories she hears from veterans.

David – Martin needed to be added to the “present” from the June minutes. No rep
from iwi at the meeting and could we make a more conscious effort to do something
about this?  

Sonya – nothing

Jacky – retirement villages – rising age of people in villages.  Jacky noted that most
require people to be 70 with some requiring villagers to be 75.  Access issues are not
being addressed in units and some of these would not pass the Tenancy Act. There
is now a Retirement Villagers’ Association which Jacky encouraged people to join if
they lived in a retirement village.

Rachel – All Ages on the Go training on mobility scooters – this was run by the
Council.  Two Scotsmen in an elevator on Youtube was suggested as a good video
to watch.

Claire – brought attention to the footer of the agenda where there is a link to the
Social Security Amendment Bill. Noted it was not yet open for consultation but not
far away.

Martin believes submission process closed on the ED strategy and Martin agreed to
speak to this tomorrow when it is being voted on.  Karyn noted you can get your
photo on your Gold Card.  Three legal forms of id in NZ – passport, drivers licence or
firearms licence.  Perhaps someone from RealMe can come in again and speak to
everyone.

Jill thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

9. The meeting came to a close at 3pm

Next meeting date: Wednesday  26th August 2020
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