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Meeting Held: Wednesday 30 September 2020, Council Chambers, Kāpiti Coast
District Council, Rimu Rd, Paraparaumu.

Sonya asked everyone to stand and share a minute of silence to remember Dermot
Whelan who had passed away suddenly.

1. Welcome and safety briefing:  Bernie Randall then welcomed everyone and
called the meeting to order.  Bernie pointed out conveniences, the fire exit doors and
informed the group what to do in an emergency.

Present:  Bernie Randall, Karyn Crocker, Carol Evans, Claire Rewi (KCDC), Trevor
Daniell, Beverley Chappell, Rachel Kirsopp (Grey Power), Margaret Stevenson-
Wright, Jacky Renouf, Sonya Sloan, Bryan Miller, David Ogden, Suzanne Deadman,
Marie Poff, Councillor Martin Halliday (arrived at 1.15pm), Sue Emirali, Kevin
Burrows (arrived 2.30pm).

2. Apologies: John Hayes, David Swallows, Jill Stansfield, Nancy Pollock, Shirley
Reid, Jenny Glen, Richard Robertson, Tanja (Internal Affairs)

3. Matters arising from July 2020 minutes:

Karyn moved and Sonya seconded the minutes of the previous meeting to be a
correct and accurate recording.

Bernie spoke about some minutes from three years ago that he had discovered and
the issues that were still being raised.

4. Guest Speaker – Chris Pearce, KCDC

Bernie introduced Chris Pearce.  Chris spoke about the Long Term Plan (“LTP”)
2021-41 and how he would like the OPC to share their priorities with Council early on
so the views can be given due consideration.  Annual Plans (“APs”) are a budget for
12 months whereas the LTP does this for 20 years but also includes other aspects
such as various policy reviews.  The LPT provides a long-term focus for decisions
and activities and is a basis for accountability to the community.  An LTP is a formal
statement of Council’s intentions. Adopting an LTP is not a decision to act on any
specific matter in the plan.

Chris spoke to the Councillor’s role which includes agreeing the strategic direction of
the LTP.

Components of the LTP: vision and outcomes, infrastructure and financial strategies,
activities, key Council policies and financial information. Chris spoke to the LTP
process and how this takes place and spoke to a time line around this.
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Chris also spoke about Community engagement around the LTP and advised this
will be done in four phases over a period of six to nine months with the first phase
beginning in October 2020.  Chris spoke about various methods of community
presentation and noted Council are looking to include group sessions this year which
is a different method than in the past.  There are various methods for community
engagement including online, offline, face to face, print, radio etc.

Trevor then spoke, noting he has attended nearly all LTP and AP sessions over the
past few years.  Trevor noted that one of the biggest issues was the public not
turning up to these meetings or reading relevant materials.  Trevor believed that
people feel like they don’t have any input into the plans as they see these large
documents and switch off.  Every year Council produces an affordability report and
he hoped this will continue.  Chris believes this will be the case.  There was a brief
discussion around rate rebates and hardship grants.

David noted there was no Council committee dealing with a detailed financial report.
Chris responded that there is a quarterly financial report and a quarterly activity
report that does go to Council.  David asked about “intentions” in the LTP and Chris
noted that the Council cannot be held accountable for non-delivery of projects etc but
if this occurred they would need to explain the reasons why. David also spoke about
the debt level and Chris replied that Council operated with a green line strategy
which they are currently under and are happy with this.  Martin suggested that
people could cherry pick items in the LTP that are of importance to them so as not to
feel overwhelmed by the size of the LTP.

Discussion around operational expense took place and this is tied to service levels
and community expectations.  Chris noted that reducing this expenditure would
impact on levels of service.  Jacky spoke about stakeholders and how they are
perceived in the community and liaised with, for example, internet not always a good
option for older people.  Chris is aware of this and happy to take feedback from the
group around various options.  Jacky noted ideas need to be crystalized around the
Age Friendly Policy. Jacky also noted she would be happy to liaise with Chris around
this. Trevor asked about some evening sessions for LTP consultation and Chris
acknowledged this would be a good idea but was one for Councillors to consider.

Central government have been issuing national policy statements, most recently
urban development and biodiversity, and Trevor asked how the LTP is affected by
these.  Chris acknowledged this and noted that Council keep these in mind as
policies are reviewed for local Council.  Kirsty asked if the opinions of the public can
actually influence the outcome of the LTP or is it just an information evening? Chris
replied that the public can certainly influence the LTP and Martin also backed this
statement up.  It was suggested that perhaps it would be a good idea to collect
demographic data from people who input into LTP to see who the feedback is
coming from.  Trevor noted people should start writing to the Council now with any
issues.

Bernie spoke about the OPC website and asked if anyone would like to take the
maintenance and upkeep of this on as John Hayes would like to relinquish this task.
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Bernie believed that only 10% of submissions made an actual difference to
outcomes.

Carol spoke about a community “hub” where people can go for connecting and had
been asking about this for a few years.  Claire responded that there is the
Community Centre which has a pop in group running once a week.  Claire also noted
there is a large number of clubs and groups in Kāpiti.  Claire asked what Carol would
like the Council to do.  Martin responded that other options around the Community
Centre could be explored.   Sonya spoke about getting people out of their homes to
attend clubs etc and noted that some people weren’t keen to get out and about.  Age
Concern has a programme running called Kāpiti Connect which Dermot had spoken
about at the last meeting.  Rachel noted if people don’t want to connect then they
won’t.  Rachel also noted that Sophie Handford and Martin Halliday were trying to
connect young and older members of the community.

Sue noted that she already makes submissions to the LTP and does attend
workshops etc on this.  Sue also agreed that evening meetings for LTP/AP
consultation would be a good idea.

Chris suggested the group collate their priorities now and share these with Cr
Halliday to take to Council.  Claire proposed that a facilitated workshop take place in
the Chamber.

Bev spoke about the Positive Aging Strategy which has been worked on and Claire
noted is due to be refreshed.  It was also noted that many activities were available
through the library.

5. CWB Advisory Group Update

Jenny absent.  Last CWB meeting took place two to three weeks ago.

6. Road Safety Advisory Group (“RSAG”) Update

Richard absent.  However, Bernie chairs this meeting which had been held via Zoom
but no updates had come out of the meeting.  Sonya asked about traffic light phasing
on Kāpiti Rd/Arawhata Rd and whether this had been mentioned.  Bernie had written
a letter to Council and had received a reply from Glen O’Connor to say nothing will
change around this.  Bernie will send the letter to Claire to circulate to the group and
potentially have another go at this.

AP: Bernie will send the letter he had received from Glen O’Connor around the
traffic light phasing at Kāpiti/Arawhata to Claire to circulate to the group.

Margaret noted the pedestrian crossing outside bookshop in Waikanae across the
Main Road to railway station is dangerous. Also noted there is no pedestrian
crossing on Elizabeth St and Margaret has been told the road is too busy to warrant
one.  Sonya noted that there are requirements in place around this ie. there must be
a certain number of cars and pedestrians to warrant a crossing.  Margaret asked how
to get this count done.  Bernie noted that this can be raised with James Westbury on
the Waikanae Community Board and he will need to write to Glen O’Connor.  The
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Ōtaki crossing was mentioned – Sue noted that this is the only safe place to cross on
the main street running through Ōtaki.  The requirement around pedestrian crossings
can be overridden according to Sue.  Claire asked if people could share their
concerns with her and she would pass these on to Richard to take to the RSAG.  A
signalised crossing is going in on Rimu Rd.  Bernie will send the letter on this to
Claire for circulation to the group.  Bryan noted some of the crossings don’t make a
sound on Kāpiti Rd.  Bryan put in a call to KCDC around this and is waiting for a
reply.

AP: Bernie will send the letter regarding the signalised crossing going in on
Rimu Rd to Claire for circulation to the group.

7. Reports from Workgroups

Age Friendly: Trevor noted the person putting the report together is sick.  The
survey has been completed and is now being collated by Grey Power.  Kevin hoping
to deliver the report to Grey Power in early October.

Events:  Celebration of the Older Person coming up on 1st October has been
cancelled due to a combination of Covid-19 and the passing of Dermot.

Policy & Submissions: not raised.

8. Round the Table

Suzanne – spoke about legal representation at Council.  Noted there is one part time
lawyer at Council but if legal opinion needed then this is contracted in for specific
obligations including statutory requirements.  Bernie believed that $1 million was
spent in the last financial year on this legal consultancy.

Karyn – does not have a computer or access to the internet.  Newspaper is the only
way she gets information on groups that are being held.  It was asked if anyone from
the group was prepared to sit on the LTP meetings and suggested that Karyn could
attend these.  Martin noted agendas for the LTP/AP meetings are available from
Council reception and other Council Service Centres.

Bryan – mobility scooter group meetings being held and is in the early stages of the
group.

Kevin – Age Concern had set up with youth council for support tech.  There is a
workshop between 9 and 10.15 (this one is fully booked) and a second one on the
same morning which still has spaces on the 10th October.  There is a poster which
Claire will circulate to everyone.

AP: Claire to circulate the youth council tech support poster to group for
information

Sue – the Kāpiti Health Advisory Group now has Dame Karen Poutasi chairing the
group.
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Trevor – Bernie will forward a letter from Stu Kilminster re footpaths that Claire will
share.

AP: Bernie to share a letter from Stu Kilminster regarding footpaths to Claire
for circulation to the group.

Sonya noted that Council are renting space in other buildings.  Sue noted there is a
two-storey limit so the current space on Rimu Rd could only be so big.

Martin rounded the meeting off by saying he would take the voices of OPC to the
LTP meetings.  Age Friendly communities – interested to see how this will be
incorporated into the LTP.  Martin noted that Kāpiti had a strong record for putting
forward submissions on relevant issues.

Bernie thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

9. The meeting came to a close at 3pm

Next meeting date: Wednesday 28 October 2020
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