
The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council appreciates this opportunity to con-
tribute to the discussion of how we take our district into the future.

Rates

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council is in favour of the distribution of rates
charges being as fair and equitable as is possible:

supports the proposed change of the fixed-charge roading rate to an appor-
tioned charge, and

supports the establishment of a commercial targeted rate.

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council recognises these first steps towards a
more equitable rating regime, but submits that more is required. The impact of
the recent rise in house valuations by Valuation NZ will be felt keenly by people
on fixed incomes.  Residents aged over 65, those on sickness and supported liv-
ing benefits will struggle to meet the inevitable increase in rates.  In previous
discussions on the subject, it appears that members of Council are aware of
this impact but to date have failed to satisfactorily address it. Therefore the Kā -
piti Coast Older Persons’  Council wishes to submit on one measure to cushion
the impact for the more vulnerable in our community.

Rates postponement

Current provisions for rates postponement are draconian and fit well within an
18th century model of social welfare which relied on charity for the disadvan-
taged with criteria restricted to the “ deserving poor” .  Residents must demon-
strate they are struggling financially and obtain proof of this from an outside
agency. They must also advise their bank or mortgagor, limiting their ability to
apply for mortgage assistance in the future.  These measures are demeaning
and we consider them unnecessary.

When the prospect of a commercially based rates postponement similar to that
offered by Auckland City council was proposed at OPC, it was rejected by coun-
cilors present because of its impact on Council debt.   However, as the Mayor



has pointed out in a recent media releases, Council assets are considerable,
with totals for New Zealand in the region of $120 billion, whereas residents on
fixed incomes have little or no safety net.  The end result for this sector is that
they go without food, health care, or other essentials in order to pay the rates.
Participation in civic events, including elections, is reduced along with ability to
participate in social, economic, cultural and spiritual aspects of the commun-
ity.  We all pay for this in the end with increased health expenditure.

A more equitable solution would be for council to dispose of some of its in as-
sets, consider reducing expenditure on parks and reserves, or reductions in
size, to allow for a deferment in rates to occur.  The Auckland rates postpone-
ment scheme is not onerous.  All that is required is;

That the postponed rates do not exceed 80% of available equity in the prop-
erty;

Postponed rates are registered as a statutory land charge on the property ti-
tle;

House insurance and liability (bank) statements are required; and

The postponed rates are due if the property is sold, on death of the resident,
or if the resident ceases to use the property as a residence.

Along with several other routine requirements, the policy is essentially a com-
mercial transaction where the residences personal circumstances are not rele-
vant.  Given that the bulk of people applying for rates postponement are aged
65 and over, the debt would be a medium-term arrangement.  Given average
life expectancy of approximately 78 for males and 83 for females, the maximum
term is likely to be in the region of 18 years and would generate some income
from interest charged.

It is recommended that Council investigate the possibility of disposing of some
of its assets to free up a sum of money to be allocated toward rates postpone-
ment for those that apply.  A straightforward commercial transaction similar to
the Auckland City council should be implemented.

Housing for Older Persons

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council request clarification on how reducing
the current five rental categories to two rental levels makes the housing serv-
ices for older persons more equitable across the district, especially for those
tenants coping with a “ larger than usual rent increase” .  The OPC also note
with concern that the proposed annual increase in rentals of up to $12 per
week is similar to recent increases in NZ super payments, so tenants will strug-
gle coping with other cost increases if all their increased income goes to hous-



ing. The Kā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council requests that cases be handled in
an individual and compassionate fashion.

Storm water

Given the improved understanding of  climate change and the coastal nature of
our district the Kā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council considers it essential that
this work is given a high priority, and it supports the “ Prioritised Programme”
on P 20 of the booklet “ Building a Stronger Kapiti Together” .

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council submits that the Kā piti Coast District
Council needs to address the issue of adequate storm water systems in Kapiti
with urgency.  Extreme weather events are becoming more commonplace and
MfE has advised that western areas of the North Island are likely to experience
increased rainfall and potential flooding as the effects of climate change unfold.

Twice in the past three months, parts of Paraparaumu have been flooded, with
residents forced from their houses.  The levels of rain were not regarded as par-
ticularly excessive by today’ s standards, and it is apparent that the storm
water system is inadequate to deal with bursts of heavy rain.

Council infrastructure services manager Sean Mallon has advised “ the district's
ageing storm water infrastructure needed work for which there was no quick
fix”   However he also stated that recent flooding was due in part to blockages in
storm water drains from tree roots and other waste matter which is amenable
to immediate work.  Mr Mallon has also advised that $200M has been set aside
in the long term plan to address the issue.

This expenditure needs to be district wide and encompass low lying areas in
Waikanae and Raumati.  Furthermore, work to remove blockages from drains
should begin immediately. Storm water management is part of Council’ s core
business and should be accorded top priority in council works.

The storm water system in Nathan Avenue and surrounding streets is particu-
larly deficient and immediate work is required.  Residents in the Nathan Ave-
nue area could be forgiven for thinking Council viewed their situation with in-
difference as, once again in March this year, they waded knee deep through
muddy water and sewerage to escape their homes.  Between February 21 and
March 18 this year, when floods occurred, no action was taken to clear blocked
drains.  Residents houses were then flooded for a second time.

Therefore, the Kā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council urges the KCDC to expedite
the spending programme for the work on the KenaKena Catchment.

Flooding in this area affects at least 20-40 homes many of them occupied by



older residents who are being regularly flooded.

The Council has allocated seven million dollars for this project and given it pri-
ority in line with their established principle that flooded homes be given first
priority. We welcome this principle but it is the time line period that is worry-
ing. It would be preferably if the work was carries out in years 1,2,3,4, and we
urge this on Councillors. The LTP suggests that the planned work will be car-
ried out over years 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,11. This is far too long for a number of reasons
including the relative value of the project and the potential for deterioration of
assets.

The lengthy time line will cause worry and stress and affect the health of eld-
erly residents whose homes tend to be affected the hardest. The stress level is
more damaging on their health when the rain comes as they fear another regu-
lar flood. The existing storm water pipes also appear to be undersized for a one
in ten-year flood which they were supposed to support.

More responsiveness is needed from Council in these events and communica-
tion is needed with residents so that they are informed what measures will be
taken to improve the storm water management.  It is recommended that Coun-
cil advise residents what action will be taken to future proof the district for cli-
mate change.  Immediate works should be undertaken to alleviate the pressure
on storm water systems in the Nathan Avenue area and in neighboring parts of
Paraparumu.  In addition, the council should be well informed of the risks
posed to low lying areas of Raumati and Waikanae from increased rainfall and
extreme weather events.  Ongoing work should be scheduled to alleviate these
risks.

The KCOPC also questions why the “ Managed Retreat”  of vulnerable areas is
not mentioned in the proposals, and asks if this is still part of KCDC strategic
planning.

The Paekā kā riki seawall replacement project is relevant in this context. It ap-
pears that the “ agreed design for a concrete and timber wall”  is more expensive
than the original, and is likely to set a more expensive precedent for similar
works along our coast as other communities face the consequences of climate
change. The Kā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council is not aware of any of the “ sig-
nificant community consultation”  for the Paek ā k ā riki seawall replacement proj-
ect being conducted outside Paek ā k ā riki, however the cost of the project will be
carried by the whole district.

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council raises the question that if seawall proj-
ects protect both private and public land, should the beneficiaries of those proj-
ects carry more of the costs through a targeted rate?



Town Centre Upgrades

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council remains skeptical of major “ Town
Centre Upgrades”  – for reasons we have stated in the past and still seem to be
relevant.

Age Friendly

Age Friendly Kā piti will be making a separate submission, which of course the
KCOPC supports as the age friendly effort is a very important part of our work
programme. However the Older Persons’  Council wishes to emphasise an as-
pect of the age friendly submission that we believe should be part of the every-
day work and culture of the KCDC: the New Zealand Standard NZS 4121 2001 -
Design for Access and Mobility –  Buildings and Associated facilities.

The K ā piti Coast Older Persons’  Council submits that this New Zealand Stand-
ard needs to be used as a standard guideline when granting building, parking
and related permits in Kapiti.

Thank you for considering this submission. The Kā piti Coast Older Persons’
Council wishes to speak in support of it.




