
Long Term Plan Draft submission from the perspective of the Older Persons Council – By
David Ogden

I refer to the Summary of the strategy of - Better Later Life – He Oranga Kaumatua.

 This was published by the Office for Seniors in November 2019. Copies of the publications in
different formats are available free of charge, via their website.

The Key areas of action mentioned in their Summary are –

   1  Achieving financial and economic participation

   2  Promoting healthy ageing and improving access to services

   3  Creating diverse housing choices and options

   4  Enhancing opportunities and participation and social connection

   5  Making environments accessible

These could be described as being

1 Health
2 Housing
3 Social connection
4 Accessibility

It should be noted that there are a number of documents dealing with the Senior Community
in Kapiti District. For example, the work started by Mayor Rowan has been built on.

The aim of the submission is to use existing thinking and add to it.

This submission is based on the premise that the funding of the cost of any policies will be
one carried out by planning by the Council, and funding from other sources, mainly
Government.

It is self evident that the resources of the Council, or of any council, are not great enough to
fund all of the ideal solutions. Thus intellectual property and impetus should originate in the
Council coupled with Best Practice as it evolves.

Basic premise of this submission –

One of the underlying drivers of this submission is that the Council seeks to establish and
carry out Best Practice in respect of its Senior citizens.



It is the writer’s view that the Kapiti District Council should establish a model of best practice
for its dealing with its Seniors in terms of the above key points of the wellbeing of its Seniors
in the areas of Finance, Health, Housing, Social Connection, and Accessibility.

Submission to the Central Government would show more logic and credibility if following on
in the footprints of the strategy of - Better Later Life – He Oranga Kaumatua.

Part of the planning for the future is the body of decisions around the spatial planning of the
Kapiti District and its interface with communities to the north and south. Questions as to
land use must be answered now.

Housing construction partnerships with commerce and government have to be successfully
initiated, managed and completed on an ongoing basis.

The writer’s view is that there is a good case for advancing the Kapiti District as a Best
Practice Model or test case for its benefit and for New Zealand.

Kapiti has a demographic which is somewhat loaded with Seniors, many in gated
communities, and with adequate local health care. Emergency and some other medical
disciplines are however sadly  lacking. Some of this lack could be defined as corporate
manslaughter at its most severe end.

But this lack is being covered within the Kapiti Health Action Group. Recent changes effected
via previous efforts were lauded at a recent meeting at the Southward Auditorium, although
these indicated 30 years of history and effort !!

Part of the successful planning for the Long Term requires successful lobbying with the
Health Board and Government to acknowledge gaps in funding and agreed services.
Otherwise medical misadventure will become more commonplace.

With finance now bearing historically low interest rates, and investments ensuring economic
activity, now is the time to decide.

The whole of the District’s Long Term Planning is tied up with the Government, the Region,
and the government Ministries involving Welfare, Housing and Education. We need to
engage with these intimately and successfully.

Finally, it is the view of this submitter that tied up in the whole of the Long Term Plan is a
successful partnership with the District’s Maori.

It is my view that progressive annual benchmarks be set, agreed upon and carried out
covering any and every subject.

These could be centred on Otaki where a higher percentage of Maori population reside.

This would cover the whole of the engagement between Maori and Pakeha and move only
with the fullest blessing of local Iwi and its leaders.

It is inherent that this operate using Best Practice.

Thank you

David Ogden   JP CA


