
Kāpiti Coast Older Person's Council

Kapiti Community Te Newhanga Centre

15 Ngahina Street

Paraparaumu

Meeting Held: Wednesday, 28 October 2015

Present: John Hayes (Chair), Marie O'Sullivan, Barbara Niccol, Heather Dawson, Beverley 
Lucan,  Kathy Spiers, Celia Harlen, Cr David Scott, Jenny Glen, Beverley Chapell, Fred 
MacDonald, Dermot Whelan, Duncan McDonald, Trevor Daniell, Cr Gurunathan, Jill 
Stansfield, , Nancy Pollock, Sonja Sloan, Cr Gavin Welsh, Claire Rewi (KCDC).

Apologies: David Swallow. 

Guest Speakers:

1. Shona Spicer from Seniornet.  Seniornet is an organisation which currently 
has 350 members of various ages from retirement age to 80+ years.  Annual 
subscription costs $30 and courses vary in price.  Computing skills of 
participants vary from very little working knowledge of computers to highly 
skilled retired professionals.  Seniornet work hard to help participants build 
confidence and engagement by finding individuals interests, passions and/or 
hobbies.  Courses tend to be small, normally up to seven people and have a 
lead tutor and other tutors who roam around and help individually.  They 
attempt to make the sessions relaxed and friendly and encourage questions 
as they are very aware that everyone learns differently and at different levels 
and speeds.  Some of the courses participants are welcome to bring laptops, 
ipads, tablets etc. some courses participants need to use seniornet 
computers.  Potential future topics include on-line forms and government 
generated forms and websites.

2. Penny McEwan from Wellington Free Ambulance.  Wellington Free 
Ambulance has their headquarters in Thorndon, Wellington.  Call centres are 
located in Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch, personnel in these call 
centres are specially trained, highly skilled operators.  Penny descripted 
operation of ambulance services and then continued on to describe the plans 
for the proposed upgrade of the Paraparaumu station and the fundraising 



activities required for this proposal.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Amendments:

1. Chair’s report 1.4 Nic Veldman is the co-ordinator of the five judges; remove 
“from Driving Miss Daisy – Kāpiti and will is the appointed judge”.

2. Remove 1.16 completely as Trevor and John unsure what this relates to.



Chair’s Report

1. Received response from Kāpiti Coast District Council (KCDC) on submission 
on Long term plan 2015-35.  Copies of response were available at meeting.

2. Health of Older People Strategy Meeting to be held on Monday 9th November, 
10am to be held at the Senior Citizens’ Hall, 45 Ocean Road, Paraparaumu.

3. The Red Cross and Levin Uniting Churches holding a meeting regarding how 
to best support refugees, Wednesday 28 October 2015 from 5.30pm.

4. The Mayor has signed a letter in support of KCDC membership of global 
network of Aged Friendly Cities and Communities.

Aged Friendly Kāpiti Update

Julie Brown reported back from steering committee

1. First meetings have been coming up with the concept - what does Aged 
Friendly mean and what is the function of the steering committee.

2. Exploring the notion of aged friendly business, businesses catering for older 
people, providing age friendly service and age friendly policies within 
business, working on criteria, branding and possibility of having a business 
award for aged friendly business.

3. Continue to investigate options for raising the profile of older people in a 
positive way.

4. The office of Senior Citizens is providing support and the Minister of Senior 
Citizens is supportive of the concept.

Elder Person of the Year

Sonya Sloan co-ordinator 

1. 14 nominations were received; three nominees are current members of the 
KCDC Older Person’s Council (KCDC OPC).

2. Judging panel is separate from the KCDC OPC.

3. One of the judges is writing up the stories of all the nominees to make it as 
transparent and equal as possible.

4. Invitations are going out shortly.

5. Requesting volunteers to assist with setting up tables for the catering and 
also volunteers to assist with parking.



6. Format:  12.30 arrivals, venue Kapiti Village, off Guildford Drive, 
Paraparaumu.

7. Anticipating hosting between 100-150 people.

8. An article should be in following week’s local newspapers.

Round the Table Updates

1. John – Recently a fast food outlet in Christchurch applied for a liquor licence, this 
highlighted the requirement for vigilance with any of these types of applications 
locally.

2. Jill – recently discharged from hospital and is feeling better.

3. Cr Gurunathan – The concept of regionalisation, points noted:

3.1.This is moving rapidly.

3.2.How can the concept co-ordinate more without incorporating.

3.3. Integration is one idea.

3.4.Synergy with other councils in concepts, models and projects such as 
community housing.

3.5.Local government commission, this has been on the cards for at least three 
years and legislation looking at April or May 2016.

3.6.Contracted out to consultants to work on council terms of reference.

3.7.Communication plan regarding consultation is not ready yet.

3.8.Cr Welsh added that the timeline may not match objectives or what hoping to 
achieve.

3.9.Cr Welsh added he was unsure of benefits to community and district.  

4. Trevor – nil to report.

5. Duncan – nil to report.

6. Dermott – Aged concern has seen a spike in elder abuse in last month, no 
indication of cause of spike, mainly relates to family members and generally 
finance associated.  Leaflets on elder abuse were distributed at the meeting.

7. Fred 

7.1.Fibre optic cable in Ōtaki has been extended but there are still gaps so would



be great to extend further.

7.2.Total mobility card from Greater Wellington Region Council (GWRC), is it 
possible to put on to the card what is the disability aid required, eg walking 
aid.

7.3.Ōtaki main street, can KCDC look into providing more shelter and covered 
walkways.

7.4.Road Safety group, two members have shifted from the region, issues 
concerning the State Highway continue.

7.5.Bus route, is not user-friendly, it is not regular and is under review by 
consultants.

8. Beverley – Thanked everyone who contributed to Red Cross collection, raised 
over $5,000.

9. Jenny 

9.1.Ōtaki bridge, if heading south the cycle track stops with no actual exit, with 
nowhere to progress on to.

9.2. It has been revealed that the health shuttle service from Levin received 
some funding from Midcentral DHB, this funding didn’t include the Ōtaki 
health shuttle service.  Jenny is hoping to attend the upcoming Midcentral 
DHB public forum to make enquiries concerning this funding.

9.3.Noted that people who lose land line phone service have difficulty to rectify 
this problem if they do not have access to a computer or a cell phone. 

9.4.Midcentral DHB are holding their board meeting with a public forum on 
Tuesday 3rd November 2015, at the Rotary Hall, 25 Aotaki Street, Ōtaki, 
starting at 10.30hrs.  

10.Cr David Scott

10.1. Social housing for lower socio-economic group, council may not be 
doing enough.  Council has just been informed there are 98 people over 65
years on an urgent waiting list for community housing.

10.2. Commission to look at spatial planning, transport and water.  Should be
looking at how we can contribute to these three issues.

10.3. Problem gambling, TAB and pokie machines seem to be attractive to a 
number of elderly people.  Some councils in New Zealand do not want to 
increase numbers of pokie machines and are not in favour of combining 
TAB with pokie machines.



11. Celia – Recently visited the Paraparaumu cemetery and discovered that the 
poplar trees on the boundaries have been cut down, this is of concern as it 
makes for a complete lack of privacy for visitors to the cemetery.  Upon further 
investigation she ascertained that this work needed to be carried out for tree root 
problems as the wrong type of poplar had been planted.

12.Kathy

12.1. Capital and Coast DHB (CCDHB) health shuttle service funding is okay
at present.

12.2. Request that the KCDC OPC write to the CCDHB and request a copy 
of the transport report.

12.3. Update on tender process for home support service.

13.Cr Welsh

13.1. Good meeting with CCDHB, good representation of CCDHB, seemed a
willingness to work closer with this community and Midcentral DHB.  It may 
be good to establish a group which is community driven to work with a co-
ordinated approach to ensure that action points are worked on and 
resolved.

13.2. Regionalisation needs crucial conversation with community.  
Consultation process needs work urgently.  Have opportunity to work with 
group and make sure community has say in what community wants. 

14.Beverley spoke for Sonya – next driving courses are 17th November in Ōtaki and 
19th   November in Paraparaumu.  Statistics show crime is dropping but she has 
her doubts this is correct.

15.Barbara – nil to report.

16.Marie – currently working on research regarding transport.  This research 
includes parking and a concept of a companion pass which would be available for
people over 65 years, suggestion from WHO initiative to establish loose 
frameworks.  Marie will draft up and distribute to other members inviting feedback
and comments, this body of work may be used to help with a transport 
submission.

Meeting closed at 1530hrs



 


