
Kāpiti Coast Older Persons’ Council
Library Meeting room
9 Iver Trask Place
Paraparaumu

Wednesday 27 May 2015

Present: John Hayes (Chair), Helen McKernan, Jenny Glen, Julie Browne, 
Beverley Lucan, Beverley Chappell, Duncan McDonald, Barbara Niccol, 
Trevor Daniell, Jill Stansfield, Cr David Scott, Dermot Whelan, Cr K 
Gurunathan

Apologies: Bernie Randall, Sonya Sloan, David Swallow

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 

Chair’s Report
The new improved Kapiti Coast District Council website is live. This is less 
cluttered than the old website but there are issues with finding the search 
button and finding the calendar.

The Older Person’s Council has received an email from Sharon Foss. She 
has been debriefing with the major agencies involved during and after the
flooding and wants to hear from the Older Persons Council about issues 
they faced during and after the flooding. If anybody would like to contact 
her Sharon.foss@kapiticoast.govt.nz is her email address.

The Kapiti Home Care Group have meet with the Regions DHB’s however 
ongoing survival of the group does not look likely due to several recent 
resignations due to health problems. During their next meeting with the 
Mayor the Executive group will ask them to present the issue to the DHB.

Sonya Sloan has agreed to help organize the Elder Person of the Year 
awards. Nomination forms will be available early next month; these will be
simplified in order to get more nominations.

Greater Wellington Regional Council are conducting a transport survey. 
This will focus on the ease and reliability of public transport, whether a 
private vehicle is seen as a better option and whether lower speeds would
have an impact on cyclists and pedestrians. John will email a link to the 
survey to those on his email list.

Guest Speaker – Ann Verboeket.
Ann is currently involved in the Tech expo and Digital leadership forum. 
She showed the group a video titled ‘Did you know 2028’. This showed 
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probable statistics about the year 2028 and digital connectivity. From an 
economic point of view Kapiti has a opportunity to attract smart 
businesses. It is a great place to live and as technology improves most 
work can been done online however it is still close enough to the CBD to 
provide for some face to face contact when necessary. The most important
change the fibre roll out will have will be to the health sector and ICT.  

The Tech Expo Kapiti is a three day event happening 18-20 June at 
Coastlands Shoppingtown. This will be an opportunity to build on the Fibre 
Broadband rollout especially for businesses and the education and health 
centre. The biggest growth area in Kapiti is expected to be in the 
independent living sector. Ann then showed the group a video about CUE 
YOU a product that helps people live independently by reminding them 
about things they need to do. The health technology is out there it is a 
case of knowing about it. One of the possible uses of health technology 
could be a Skype like set up at the health centre to allow patients to 
consult with a doctor in Wellington without having to travel. There will two 
networks helping at the expo; Youth and Seniors. 

Round the Table Updates

Jill - The Red Cross shuttle between Kapiti and Wellington or Kenepuru is at
risk at being of being cut back due to lack of funding. We need to make 
them aware that 25% of Kāpiti’s population are retirees who need access 
to the Hospitals. If we do not fight for this the days of operation will be cut
back. 

Trevor – has meet up with Marama Edwards (General Manager of Ministry 
of Social development (MSD) Housing) to talk about the fact that there is 
no social housing being built in Kapiti despite the growing need for it.  Is 
interested in a Trust that has been set up in Christchurch where the 
houses are owned 51% by the Trust and 49% by the council. This allows 
them to claim a MSD subsidy that pays the difference between the rent 
and 25% of a tenant’s income. 

Barbara - Has had a visit from a person selling personal alarms. However 
when she went to get sign off for funding from her doctor she found out 
that you can only receive funding if you live on your own. She feels that 
this is unfair and could cause problems for people who may need it but 
can’t receive funding. 

Julie – The Age Friendly Steering Committee is setting up its first meeting. 
This will be about setting up a strategic approach and understanding what
they as a group needs to do and what information is required for this. 



Beverley Chappell - Is interested in developments in the library to develop
the mezzanine floor into an area to teach IT skills.

Julie - We need to ban the use of the words “retire” and “retired” in 
meetings of the Older Person’s Council. Saying someone is retired is not a 
clear way of stating what stage of life someone is in.

Jenny - Wanted to remind people about the Shuttle service in Otaki that 
does 2 trips daily between Ōtaki and Levin. Also when people are referring
to DHBs in meeting they need to remember there are two that service our 
district.

Dermott – With the financial year ending at the end of June Age Concern 
will be doing a fundraising blitz as they will have less funding. The Age 
Concern street appeal will take place Friday 12 June. 
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