
Kāpiti Coast Older Persons’ Council
Council Chambers
175 Rimu Rd
Civic Building
Wednesday 29 July 2014

Start time:  1pm Finished time:   2.50pm
Present: John Hayes, David Swallow, Sonya, Trevor, Beverly C, Guru, Bernie, Wynn, 
Nancy, Jill, Jo, Helen, Celia, Beverly, Barbara, Julie Brown.
Council employee: Tania Parata

Apologies:
Jan Reid, Heather Dawson, Betty V.G., Dermot Wheelan, Cr David Scott
Chairs Report
The Ōtaki forum was held last month.  Sonya and Beverly distributed flyers and 
around this resulted in a great turn out.  There was an impression that a large number 
of attendees did not know what the agenda or topics were and at times it felt rather 
chaotic.  John found it difficult to get away afterwards as many people wanted to 
discuss further issues.  John’s impression was that the OPC need to organize more 
meetings for the Ōtaki community and suggested an auxiliary on Tuesday afternoon 
in the library council building.

Driving Confidence Course
Sonya:
After the last meeting in Ōtaki it was clear that people wanted a course for Ōtaki 
residents.  People were invited to leave contact details, however many were difficult 
to read.  Only one advert on radio and the course was full! (21 participants).  There is 
a huge demand for another.  Perhaps bi-monthly?
The Next course is on Tues 16th September. In the Library meeting room,  9.30 – 
12.30pm.  Sonja will become more familiar with street names in Ōtaki.

Expo Update
Sonya:
Still a great deal of work to be done. An advertisement is to be placed in the paper 
next week.  The date for the expo is Saturday 11 October.   Still scouting for 
stall-holders, ideally it would be better to have non-profit organisations than 
business’.  Tania has been extremely busy however, a new council staff member has 
been appointed to facilitate events so the expo should gain momentum now.  An 
invitation was extended to all members of the Older Persons’ Council to get involved 
in various jobs.

Age friendly communities
Jill:
Has been consulting with lead person in New Zealand who has been instrumental in 
the Tauranga region.  
Jill will be travelling to Australia and has organized to stay additional days in 
Melbourne to meet Kathleen Brasher who leads the Australian Age Friendly 
Communities.  She is also a officer for the Council of the Aged (COTA).

The main objective is to get to the point where there is community involvement to 



form a plan.  In turn targets will be set and reviews can be implemented.  This 
approach has been used internationally and has proven results.  Canada and Australia 
have great models that we can follow.
-  Beverly has a power point presentation from Napier Age Friendly that she will give 
to Jill.

Elder person of the year
Dermot from Age Concern and John Hayes have got this underway with posters and 
radio advertisements up and running.
Where:  Monteith’s Brewery Bar

 Kapiti Junction
When: Tuesday 26 August at 12.30pm
Entertainment: Noel S. An 85 year old singer who was a star from NZ got Talent.

Janet H. school string ensemble 

-  Food and refreshments will be provided.
-  One of NZ leading glass artists Katy Brown will be producing a trophy.
-  Nominations close on Thursday 14 August.

John has asked Tania if she could provide a council phone number that people can 
RSVP to?
Hopes that this will become a major event.  There appears to be good community 
support for this.
Criteria and nomination forms for nominees can be found on 
www.elderfamilymatters.co.nz.  Alternatively people can contact John and he will 
email direct.   Nominees must be over 65 and a resident of the Kāpiti Coast District. 
The judging criteria is from the Senior New Zealander of the Year.   People can 
nominate every year for the same person if they like.

Residents Committee of Kāpiti Retirement Trust
Members of major political parties to speak at a meeting on 1 September at 
Sevenoakes  2.00-3.30pm.  The subject will be ‘funding of elderly care’.  

John has been appointed to the Community Health Council the is a conglomeration of
PHO’s Compass Health, largely associated with primary health.  John will be 
representing elderly people and the Kāpiti Coast.  First meeting this Friday.  Please let
John know if you have anything you would like him to advocate on this topic.
Presentation from Ken Price
Asset Manager at KCDC

Housing for the older Person
Council involved since 1950’s.  Has resulted in a number of policies and houses. The 
main principle is to create affordable housing for those less fortunate.  For those 
people this makes an enormous positive change.  This region has 118 flats. (66 Ōtaki, 
45 Paraparaumu, 4 Paekakariki, 3 Waikanae).
Rent:  $73-$105 per week (no rate payer contribution, this has been achieved by 

‘affordable rates’ ie 45-55% below market).  
- 24/7 service for emergencies eg blocked drain.
- All work is contracted out at competitive rates



The turnover is approximately 15 flats per year.  Point system for prioritizing 
applicants.  99.9% occupancy rate, fast turnover of residents.
Criteria: -  Applicant needs to be 55+yrs

-  Receiving a pension
-  Housing need and not in full-time employment
-  Asset barrier is $33,500 single/$39,500 couple

Flats range in size from 45-50 (60) square meters

Ken sincerely believes that health, housing and education are critical for communities
to flourish.  Ken spoke of individual case examples and the impact that affordable 
housing had made on people’s lives specifically in regards to stress and anxiety.  He 
believes he is providing a service that is sorely needed.  
Every tenant is personally shown through the house to gain a true feeling of 
expectations.  It is important to engage in a relationship from day one to encourage 
honesty and openness.
Ken thanked the OPC for doing their part for pushing concerns and raising awareness.

Questions for Ken
Celia has been trying to get an Abbyfield house built on the coast since 2007.  Finding
it is dependent on council support.  Ken suggested community support and 
understanding would help this initiative to gain momentum. 

Jill introduced Ken to CRESA (Centre for Research, Evaluation and Social 
Assessment).  Due to the baby boomers the aging population is increasing.  Thus 
‘housing for life’ is important.  Jill offered a CRESA manual to Ken. 

Bernie - When was the last time KCDC built flats?  Is volume increasing?  Ken 
replied saying there was a 30% increase.  The last flats were built in early 1990’s.

John -  How can the OPC help to leverage the capital to get more housing  built?  Ken
suggested that by getting more people active and conscience about what is going on in
their community, political support will follow.

Guru - The icon of the heart of the community is the pensioning rates. It is a success 
story that isn’t praised enough.  We have 118 units, what is the asset value plus the 
land?  Ken replied it is quite a few million but doesn’t have an exact figure at this 
time.  
Guru - The Strategic Land Purchase Fund has no policy wrapped around this.  The 
council should work together using a long-term plan to find a way to leverage 
affordable housing for older people.  Also warned against selling these assets.
Ken - did a workshop on housing affordability, and said there was talk among a 
couple of councilors who said we should start thinking about a strategy?  In the 
1970’s in Ōtaki there was land purchased and identified for the purpose of housing 
but is still sitting as farmland.  It is clear that housing has dropped off the radar.

Tania -  2-3 years ago a study was conducted on the leveraging off existing assets.  
She suggested a councilor should resurrect this.  Guru has agreed to do that.

Wynn - Some years ago she delivered meals on wheels to such residence and said 



they looked like the poor relations.  How are these homes being maintained?  
Ken – There is set criteria that is measured and audited against.  There is an upgrade 
of houses every time subject to condition rating.  In Ken’s opinion to maintain 
affordable housing the condition of home must be at a reasonable level (highly 
subjective).  Residents have a responsibility to help maintain these homes as well.
Encourages any issues should be voiced and sorted.  However, cant replace small 
things eg carpet stains.  It must stay affordable, be consciously aware that there are a 
huge amount of people on the pension.

Trevor - Do you have a program going around to ensure people look after each other? 
Ken – An important aspect of housing for older people is ‘security of tenure’ to look 
after people. Fosters people to take care of each other in addition they employs a 
woman of 15 hours a week to go around and connect in with residents.  They don’t 
provided a 24 hour health service due to cost.
Around the table

John:
- Investerprotection.org
  An array of assets that you can download to wise up on elder abuse and exploitation.

Jill:
- Evidence of age form. Substitute for passport and drivers license - the cost is $20.  - 
- Introduced a new member, Judy Brown from Ōtaki/Te Horo.

Celia:  
- Business plan for Abbyfield, in limbo waiting for council.
  Guru replied - council waiting for a business plan.  
- Celia is working on a proposal for town center to share at the next meeting.

Beverly:  
- Reminder of the aims, wants to keep contact list current, went through alterations.  
--- Wants to get numbers and emails etc.

Barbara:  
- Can go to AA and get picture to Gold Card as ID for nothing.

Julie:  
- Julie Brown, from Te Horo but identifies with Ōtaki and aware that they are a        
marginalize community.  Worked for central government as a contactor.  Comes from 
a regulatory policy background.  Is both a Lawyer and teacher.  Last 7 years worked 
in Melenesia on international aid projects, now decided it’s time to rest up a bit.  Now
has the luxury to turn attention to the community with which she lives.  

Guru:
- Pleased to see Julie, she will be an asset to policy.    Encourages people to get  
working on town center projects.

Beverly:
- 2014 household income report  
“Great majority of older NZ have sufficient income and assests’ to provide a 



reasonable standard of living, many have a very good standard of living”.   Interesting
points raised, those solely reliant of super are less likely to be in a comfortable 
position.  
Tania has agreed to scan and distribute.  
- Pamphlets to distribute at the expo on the adjourning power of attorney.

Trevor:
- Having a recruitment drive on Saturday Trying to sell off Grey Power electricity.  If 
anyone is interested they’ll be in the mall.

Sonya:
- Shop in Raumati looking to close 4square and become bottle store.  Submissions 
end tomorrow.  Asked if anyone else wants to make a submission?

Tania: 
- Council creating a new legislation and by-laws but it takes a while.  Hopefully 
implemented next year.

Guru: 
- Council staff are working on a paper on psychoactive approved product policy, so 
what the space.  We can not object to the sale, so we need to send a strong message to 
government that we don’t want it.

David:
- Was Ken’s boss, point that resonates with him is housing stock in this council area is
so old (1990) thus there much be something council can do to leverage on the value of
these properties.  A shame that council can’t contribute to development of housing.  
We as a group could carry this.
- Overseas in Australia drivers license don’t have address, which is problematic.  An 
issue here?  Tania says there is an option to put it on.  

Sonya: 
- Against address’ on license as this is one of the quickest ways to offend in burglary.  
In her talks she encourages folks to not put address’ on license.  Police agree.

Tania:
- Update of OPC council could feed into: Alcohol and Psychoactive approved 
products legislative policies are coming up and would appreciate impute.  She is 
working on deprivation index data, She will do a presentation next meeting.

Meeting closed at 2.50pm


