
 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Held: Wednesday, 27 September 2017  

Welcome and safety briefing: 

John welcomed everyone to the meeting and led the safety briefing including 

emergency evacuation procedure and exits. 

Present: John Hayes, Jill Stansfield (leaving early), Kevin Burrows, David Swallow, 

Celia Harlen, Tristine Tilly, Mayme Chanwai, Dermot Whelan, Beverley Lucan, Kāryn 

Crocker, Sonya Sloan,, Barbara Niccol, Jenny Glen, Kathy Spiers, Marie O’Sullivan.  

Apologies: Helen McKernan, Cr Janet Holborow, Sarah Biddiscombe, Jacqueline 

Benndorf, Carol Evans. 

Previously Minutes: Sonya moved, David second. 

Guest Speaker: David (Dooley) Orchard, – Zeal.  Unfortunately, David was not 

available for the meeting.   

Chair’s Report: John has been part of the decision-making team for the KCDC 

Community Grants Committee.  It has been quite a process with six meetings 

altogether and the last one to be held on 13 October.  High quality applications for 

three times the amount of funding available. 

The Kapiti Coast Community Housing Task Force Report has been distributed.  Very 

productive discussions since the private briefing was held.  An Officer’s Report is 

currently being prepared.  John noted there seems to have been a good amount of 

progress made. 

John is currently attempting to set-up a meeting for all parties to discuss health 

transport options.  St Johns are looking to expand their services south of Peka Peka. 

Have since had a discussion with St Johns and they have asked John to facilitate a 

meeting of interested parties (Safer Kapiti attempted to enlist the WFA, GWRC 

KCDC).  Trying to get them all in one place at one time, is challenging but the 

meeting is expected to happen next week.  (Note:  Kevin expressed Grey Power’s 

interest in being involved.) 

The OPC has received a response on its submission to the KCDC on the Wellington 

Regional Waste Minimisation Plan.  The Council has released an amended plan with 

a greater emphasis on resilience and this is available on the website. 

Council resignations – CEO, Pat Dougherty has resigned and Kevin Currie, GM 

Regulatory Services has announced his retirement and will leave in October 2017. 



 

 

Age Friendly: Jill reported the Tauranga Age Friendly document has been adapted 

to fit with the Kapiti area.  A decision needs to be made what happens next.  Jill 

congratulated John and Marie on the hard work they put into the document. 

The Health centre petition continues to grow.  Now have 19,600 signatures with still 

lots of people to go, expecting to hit 20,000. 

Jill met with L Prasad from Department of Internal Affairs (DIA). DIA are interested in 

what has/is happening in the age friendly space in Kapiti.  Jill is reporting to this idea 

with activities.  From Jill’s experience there could be a funding opportunity by the 

Office for Seniors (OFS) to support an Age Friendly business award.   

Geoff Pearman is in the Kapiti district (3-5 October) facilitating workshops in 

association with the Chamber of Commerce.  A separate workshop has been 

arranged for OPC and the Age Friendly Steering Group on 4 October, 11pm-

12.30pm, at the Council Chambers.   

Jill had a phone call with Sarah Eames from the Office for Seniors (OFS). Sarah is 

preparing a piece to go into the NZ Local Government magazine.  There are only 

three other Territorial Authorities (TA) in New Zealand moving towards Age Friendly, 

so Kapiti is of interest to Ministry of Social Development (MSD) and DIA.   

Walkways and roadsides seating -  Jill has been approached about providing and 

installing more seating along the districts walkways and roadsides. There needs to 

be a map created that identifies where the seating is within the district.  

Responsibility for this is with someone who is currently away.  Jill has committed to 

following this through. 

MacLean Park upgrade – John confirmed that a submission has been made by 

OPC.  Submissions close on Monday. It was advocated for increased mobility 

parking close to new developments and electric vehicle re-charge points. Marie is to 

prepare an updated submission. 

World Giving Index - NZ is fourth in the World Giving Index, and sixth in the World 

Index in volunteering.  The detailed information is attached to these minutes. 

Civil Defence Emergency Get Ready week - is coming up 9-15 October 2017.  It’s 

important to be prepared, particularly with medication, so keep prescriptions up to 

date.  Jill to forward to Dermot where she got this information.  Action: Nicky to scan 

and include with the minutes distribution.     



 

 

Round Table: 

John – At Ngongotaha a dementia care unit that is completely safe and independent 

has been built.  It’s a closed village that includes a post office, ice-cream shop, like 

an old fashioned New Zealand village.  Its standard measures up with anything in the 

world (modelled from something similar in Finland).   The proprietors are happy for 

people to stop in - The CARE Village, Ngongotaha, Rotorua.  A retirement home in 

Hawera has closed down, and there is information that Wesley Haven in the Hutt 

Valley has as well.  The number of facilities closing is increasing.  From 

conversations John has had the ‘age care payout’ has been the final straw.  

Marie: Parking outside Community Centre– there is another sign out in the parking 

bay outside of the Community –centre that is restricted to business parking only.  

After several months of pressuring Council about the readability of the sign, (every 

park should be have an individual sign), another sign has been erected. 

Jill:  the weekend of 30 September and 1 October is designated heritage weekend 

that involves nine museums in the area - www.kapitiheritage.org.nz.  

Kevin:  with the election over and looking forward, Grey Power will be pulling 

together a briefing paper on what is considered to be the issues around Kapiti.  At 

this stage it is not known who the briefing paper will be sent to. Some of the issues 

will be funding, health, housing, and we will be seeking to have a meeting with 

Council.   

David: majority of those small organisations that apply for community grants are not 

competent in framing their applications for funding.  They don’t sell or market their 

proposition in a persuasive way.  It was suggested a resource needs to be available 

within the community to assist organisations with grant applications.  In addition tha 

majority of the organisations applying do have the facility to cover the administration 

costs of pulling grant applications together.  Ideally, Kapiti needs a big charitable 

funder.   

Celia: has lived in Metlifecare Kapiti village home since 1999. The house has always 

been cold, took advantage of insulation opportunity in the roof (which has hardly 

worked), windows run water on frosty mornings.  In the public-sector landlords are 

required to meet standards.  Shouldn’t retirement villages be required to meet these 

too?  Celia sent a letter to the National Manager of the Metlifecare Village and has 

received an inadequate response.  It was suggested Celia write to the head office of 

Metlifecare.  Kathy from Health Advisory Board (and will raise with the Advisory 

Board) suggested contacting Nathan Guy and also for the Community Board to get 

involved.  All organisations (Age Concern, Grey Power, OPC) need to bring to the 

attention of Council. ACTION:  John to prepare a letter on behalf of OPC . 

Kathy:  there is an emergency response meeting this evening at St Pauls church 

6.30-8.30pm about a response plan.  It is a drop-in session. 

http://www.kapitiheritage.org.nz/


 

 

Expressway noise issue – meeting 4 October, 4.00-8.00pm at the community centre, 

a drop-in session. 

Violence is not OK – presentation and speakers at Mediation Café 7.00pm, 3 

October. 

Through the Health Advocacy Group, there is a recommendation for improved care 

for mental health and youth mental health, which is supported by Mayor Guru.   

Christine: from next week Christine’s hours at Age Concern will reduce to 10 hours 

per week, whilst actively looking for another job.  The actual days are not yet 

confirmed but likely to be Wednesday, Tuesday or Thursday.  Dermot will confirm.  

John offered to act as a reference and so did Sonya.  

Tristine: Nothing to report. 

Mayme: Issues continue with the services provided by Access Homecare, nothing 

has changed.  Mayme wrote a letter recently to regional management of Access 

Homecare and one of the team leaders of the coordinators. Previously a quick 

response was received but not on this occasion.  Kathy has a copy of the letter, as 

does Ngaire at Grey Power.  There is now difficulty with the call centre and calls not 

being answered.  Communication lines have been stopped and still no response to 

email messages.  Mayme to forward correspondence to John who will contact Peter 

McLean, Access Homecare.    

Jenny: experience with Access Homecare recently: Carer had arm in plaster, 

thought she was doing personal care and was meant to be doing hospital care.  

Jenny called Access and told them not to come back.  The carer came back the next 

week as no one had contacted her.  And Jenny has had no contact from Access 

about cancelling the service.   

Cycleways, Walkways & Bridleways – please forward information for the agenda by 

5 October.  Jagg.otaki@gmail.com 

Sonya:  Wesley group from Age Concern – this phone number situation is a laugh, 

people not calling 0800 as they want to talk to someone.   

Security at Retirement Villages – Sonya raised concern at houses being left 

unlocked and residents not querying a new carer or person in the area.   

Dermot:  there is indication the current round of community grants, is over-

subscribed three times over.  Age Friendly appreciates the grant received.   

Trust applications - Age Concern has been busy seeking alternative funding.  Very 

few of these funders ask specifically for letters of support.  Age Concern wrote to 

Office for Seniors (OFS) in Wellington regarding possible funding. In a nutshell they 

couldn’t do it directly but offered a letter of support for anytime the group needed it.  

mailto:Jagg.otaki@gmail.com


 

 

It is noted Elder abuse awareness and education is no longer part of the contract, 

however OFS provided a letter of support and provide support publicly.   

Age Concern Election Manifesto 2017 distributed. It is noted issues directly 

impacting the elderly were not in the mainstream election. 

Beverley L: presented a report on the Otaki Expo held on 16 September at 

Maoriland. OPC were involved and represented.  First time the event was held at the 

Maoriland centre. Very good venue.  As usual Carol Ward did a great job of 

organising the event.  Recommend the venue for OPC.  Very successful and happy 

day.  Thank you to everyone 

Kāryn: Disability parking for buildings.  At New World these have been made into 

baby parking.  No disability parking now that could be right outside at Waikanae but 

they are no longer there.     

Barbara:  Barbara noted the retirement home Kohe Preston has closed and yet St 

Andrews next door seem to be going along fine. 

Jan:  Nothing to report.  

Next Meeting: 1pm, Wednesday 25 October 2017   

Meeting closed: 2.35pm 

 

       


