
Meeting Held: Wednesday 29 November 2017

Welcome and safety briefing:

John welcomed everyone to the meeting and led the safety briefing including

restrooms, emergency evacuation procedure and exits.

Present: John Hayes, Marie O’Sullivan, Leole Malama-Prasad(DIA), Kevin Burrows,

Trevor Daniell, Sarah Biddiscombe(Well-Able), Kathy Spiers, Mayme Chanwai, Cr

Janet Holborow, Barbara Niccol, Dermot Whelan(Age Concern), Sonya Sloan, Jenny

Glen, Carol Evans, Tristine Tilly(Age Concern), Nancy Pollock, Claire Rewi(KCDC)

Michelle Parnell(KCDC)

Apologies: David Swallow, Helen Mckernan, Jill Stansfield, Kāryn Crocker, Bernie

Randall

Previous Minutes: 

Guest Speaker: Michelle Parnell, KCDC update on town centres project, previous

week opened the work completed at Kāpiti Lights Upgrade which is 2 out 3 works

completed, the area is looking good, there are still some rubbish bins to go in, some

feature lighting and a small amount of asphalt to be tidied up.  The next project to be

started will be a signalised crossing from the civic centre to Coastlands; construction

will begin in the middle of January 2018.  In late February to early March 2018

hoping to complete the works related to Kāpiti Road and placing the power

underground and extending the shared pathway/footpaths to 2.5metre, this will

include from Brent Ambler to Arawhata Road. In Waikanae, work will begin on the

cultural thread – this project will connect from the GWR commuter carpark, past the

front of Whakarongotai Marae, up Frasers Lane and into Mahara Place – this is a

resurfacing project with some nice paving to signify the cultural heritage, hoping to

improve lighting and just a general tidy up.  The revocation will start on the State

Highway which town centres will connect into as well.

The team are currently investigating what the new signal will look like including a

possible approach to NZTA about this.  The proposed crossing will be what they call

a barndance crossing where all traffic stops and all pedestrian traffic crosses

together.

The roading team would like any feedback on the NZ Post Paxters.  Kevin

mentioned that one concern that has been highlighted is the fact as it is electric they

are very quiet and that can pose a hazard if they come up behind someone.

Peter Hookham, Rightway Driving Academy –  Peter spoke of his experience

being involved in road safety both in the UK and NZ, currently Peter is delivering



driving and motorcycle tuition and a lot of discussion happened regarding the

challenges for many elderly drivers.  

Chair’s Report: John has been extremely busy, he talked recently about the OPC at

a low vision meeting, and it was attended by at least 50 people.

Reminder that the 8th December is the last day in which you can dispute the latest

valuation of your property.

The Kapiti Coast Community Housing Taskforce has met, notes from this a

homelessness network has been formed, it is very important to get anyone who is

homeless put on the register as that is justification for allocation of resources within

MSD.  Phil Twford, Minister for Housing and Urban Development has set up an

advisory group which includes Phillipa Howden-Chapman.

The Social Investment Funding advisory group has presented a report to Council

regarding priorities and principals.

New bus services began on the 20 November with changes in routes and timetables.

John has bought attention to the changes which have affected the routes to the

Kāpiti Health Centre and plans to bring this to the attention of GWR.

John has announced that he will not be standing for Chairperson of the OPC next

year and proposed that the first meeting in January 2018 be used as a planning

meeting, to sort out goals and objectives, to revisit how it is working, how it runs, who

might do the work.  The current model means that too much work is being done by

only a few people and the work load would be better spread around more people.

Sarah Biddiscombe has offered to compile and distribute a list of questions that may

want to be discussed at the planning meeting.

Age Friendly: Not much to report, there had been a meeting scheduled with Office

for Seniors and Department of Internal Affairs, however this needed to be cancelled

due to unforeseen circumstances for Sarah from Office for Seniors.

Here is the link to the survey completed on facebook by Office for Seniors regarding

how age friendly is your community http://www.superseniors.msd.govt.nz/age-friendly-
communities/age-friendly-news/2017/age-friendly-facebook-survey.html

Cycleways, Walkways and Bridleways (CWB) – Jenny reported about who is

involved in these meetings, the meetings are quarterly, some of the items which

have been discussed in recent meetings include horses and official crossing when

being ridden on shared pathways and the fact that they are required to cross the

main road, off road cycling, accessibility of the tracks and trails for those with mobility

issues, safety of cyclists when cycling on the road, seating on the shared paths there

are a number of seats available to be placed along the paths from donations,

direction signs on bollards.  Jenny asked if there was anything that people would like

raised at the next meeting, please send it to her, Jennys email is

jagg.otaki@gmail.com

mailto:jagg.otaki@gmail.com
http://www.superseniors.msd.govt.nz/age-friendly-communities/age-friendly-news/2017/age-friendly-facebook-survey.html
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Home & Garden Show – Muriwai Court – Mayme Chanwai – The crooked home

and garden show installation,

Mayme presented a powerpoint presentation on this installation which was part of

the recent home & garden show.

Proposal regarding Rates Rebate, Marie O’Sullivan – Marie discussed the current

rates remission policy and would like to suggest a different possibility for people on

fixed incomes being able to defer the payments of rates as long as you have a

certain percentage of equity in the property as well as other criteria, postponed

payments will be made at a later date such as when the property is sold.  Marie will

talk to the finance team from KCDC and put together a number of recommendations

which she will bring back to the OPC.

Round Table

John – Nokia has released an upgraded version of their simple basic phone, it costs

$99 at Spark, it does calls, messages, it has a web browser ability to check emails, it



doesn’t have a large range of apps, it has ability to set up a panic button, the battery

lasts for 27days, it has a camera and radio, it is a very good basic phone that John

would recommend to people wanting a simple basic phone.

Marie – mentioned that Jill is away at a meeting advocating to Access, it may be

time for the OPC to write some letters to upper management of Access regarding

some of the issues experienced for some clients in the Kāpiti Coast.

Marie has written a letter to the banking ombudsmen regarding senior people getting

a hard time from banks when applying for mortgages, discrimination in regards to

rates charged, unreasonable expectations and demands such as appointments of

financial advisors prior to approval of mortgages and also pointing out some of the

alarming trends coming out of Australia and USA and these trends are likely to be

introduced here in NZ

Leole – Nothing to report

Kevin – nothing

Trevor – has noted that Coastlands has replaced a number of seats/benches in the

mall with a large round sofa type seat which has no arms or supports, he plans to

have a word to the management about the appropriateness of this type of seating.

Council workshops start tomorrow if people are able to attend.

Sarah – Well-Able previously known as Disability Information and Equipment Centre

(DIEC) has their 25th birthday celebrations on Tuesday 5th December so anyone

wanting to drop in to the centre is more than welcome between 10am and 2pm.

Well-Able hold hard copies of all documentation of NZTA which Peter mentioned

earlier, as some people do not have access to computers or are unable to read off a

computer screen.

Kathy – There will be representatives from Access attending the Kāpiti Health

Advocacy Group next week.

People experiencing problems with getting to the supermarket due to accessibility

problems, Access only fund a fortnightly shopping service, New World supermarket

offer a telephone service, where you can phone in your order, a number of other

supermarkets offer an on line service.

In September the Paraparaumu/Raumati Community Board put forward a notice of

motion that the government fully fund ambulance services in NZ, the Mayor also took

this matter to the Mayoral Forum and is speaking to the submission on Friday.

Kathy is also keen and willing to hear from anyone experiencing any issues relating

to health care services, all the information will be treated in confidence but is helpful

in building up the true picture of services available in Kāpiti.



A request has come through regarding public toilets, that at least one toilet in every

area has some type of raised toilet seat to help people with accessibility issues

Mayme – has written letters to all her support workers requesting that they leave

their cell phones in their cars when they come to tend to her support needs.

Beverley – nothing

Carol – nothing

Jenny – noted as a reminder to everyone the importance of researching and

shopping around for things, she has recently changed providers of internet services

and while she thought her previous package was the cheapest available her new

package is almost half the price, it doesn’t always make financial sense to be local to

one provider or retailer.

Jenny is also interested to learn more about the new package proposed by new

Government regarding winter warmth for seniors.

Sonya – nothing except one comment that she wishes Trevor luck when

approaching Coastlands regarding the seating

Dermot – Celia recently spoke at the November meeting of one of the health

promotion activity meetings and she was superb, they always do an evaluation of

every speaker, the evaluation came back with amazing results which scored her as

the best speaker the group have ever had.

Cr Janet Holborrow – mentioned that Pat Dougherty KCDC CEO leaves this week,

Pat has worked for KCDC for over 10years.

Next Meeting: Wednesday 31 January 2018




