
Kāpiti Coast Older Persons’ Council

Library Meeting room
9 Iver Trask Place
Paraparaumu

Wednesday 24 June 2015

Present: John Hayes (Chair), Cr David Scott, Kathy Spiers, Dermot Whelan, Cr K 
Gurnathan, Jenny Glen, Beverley Lucan, Sonya Sloan,  Barbara Niccol, Jill 
Stansfield, Trevor Daniell, Celia Harlen, Jan Reid, Alison Chadwick (Atareira).

Apologies: Bernie Randall, Jo Connor, Julie Browne, David Swallow, Duncan 
McDonald, Heather Dawson, Helen McKernan

Minutes of Previous Meeting

There were no amendments needed to the minutes of the previous meeting.

Chair’s Report

John attended the Council meeting where the Local Approved Products Policy 
(LAPP) was approved. The Older Persons Council (OPC) had put in a submission 
opposing this and the majority of the speakers on this issue had opposed it. A 
discussion was held about the merits of banning these products completely.

The Elder Person of the Year Awards are having issues around funding, Elder 
Family Matters have decided they can no longer provide the $2500 funding they 
have provided in previous years and other funding options have been found to 
be unsuitable. This event has the potential to become an iconic annual event and
already has a set date and venue, however further funding will be required to 
enable the event to continue. It was suggested that commercial sponsorship be 
sought from company’s who target an older audience. 

Age Friendly Update

The Age friendly steering group have held their first meeting. Through this it was 
decided that if it was to become a proper steering group representatives would 
need to be sought from other organisations so that people from all areas of the 
community were represented.  The aim of the steering group is Creating a vision 
of an all age friendly Kāpiti, gathering knowledge, raising awareness and liaising 
with other organizations. If anyone has any questions should contact Jill 
Stanfield.

Guest Speaker – Raewyn Hailes access and Community 
Development Officer CCS Disability Action

Raewyn spoke to a PowerPoint presentation detailing the work CCS does and the 
work she does including her work with councils on the accessible journey.  This 
means that the transport systems, the public spaces and the buildings people 
are accessing all have to be accessible if one part of this system is not accessible
the whole journey is not accessible. 



CCS has worked with Councils around the country to undertake street 
accessibility audits. These involve looking at an area where issues with 
accessibility have been raised and having a traffic engineer assess what can be 
changed to make these areas more accessible. Councils who have used these 
audits have then made changes to these areas within their existing budgets. 
Counts held before these audits were undertaken and after changes have been 
made have shown positive results.

Round the Table

Jill – A report has recently been released on the economic value of seniors, older 
New Zealanders will make a bigger contribution to the economy than previously 
thought. 

Celia – Has spoken to Gary Adams (a Council Traffic Engineer) about the walkway
between Kapiti Lights and Coastlands. The walkway and service lane are Council 
owned however the area between the barbershop and Palms café is privately 
owned. The Council will look into doing small localized improvements now but 
this area will be looked at fully as part of the Town Centres upgrade.

Jan – Last week Jan visited a woman who she worked with at Paraparaumu 
College. She is a severally disabled paraplegic however she has a master degree 
in counselling from Massey University and should be seen as a role model for 
overcoming limitations. 

David Scott – Wanted to thank Sonya Sloan for the transport Forum she had 
organized. David is concerned about the LTP and that in this huge document 
there is not a lot provided for the needs of older people. 

Dermott – Age Concern Kapiti has had a successful Street appeal they raised 
approximately $3000. The appeal ran for an extra 12hrs this year so although 
more money was raised this year it was per hour.

Alison – Introduced herself to the group and explained that she works for Atareira
and organization that works with people whose family members experience 
mental illness.

Jenny – Collected money for Age Concern at Countdown Otaki and suggested 
that one way of collecting more money would be to ask people as they are 
walking in to cash out some money at the checkout to donate on the way out.

Beverley- Wanted to know what was happening with the Home Care group. 
Membership has dwindled and the group is not viable as it is. Beverley felt that 
this group should have looked at better wages and conditions for workers 
however this is above the scope of a local group.

Sonya – Thanked Grey power for their help with advertising the Transport Forum. 
There have been problems with traffic previously on Realm Drive and the Council
has installed crossing points however these are not legal crossings and cars and 
pedestrians are getting confused about who has the right of way.



Barbara – Congratulated Sonya on the Transport Forum and expressed how 
appreciated the Traffic safety Courses that Sonya runs are.

Barbara – The Red Cross has recently brought out a new App that advises the 
public of emergencies. 
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