
The Kāpiti Coast Older Persons’ Council (KCOPC) is concerned about dangers being 
experienced by walkers, cyclists and mobility scooter users due to unevenness and cambers of 
the paths along Kāpiti Road, submits that future planning should include separate and safe 
passageways designed for those users and that urgent steps are needed now to alleviate the 
current hazards confronting pedestrians, cyclists and mobility scooter users.

Kāpiti Road, with its number of uncontrolled intersections, including the roundabout providing 
access to the Kāpiti Landing Business Park, potentially hazardous for all road users. Cyclists, 
for example, find the narrowness of the passageway and the surface of this congested road a 
challenge. The footpaths along Kapiti Road are a particular concern to the Kāpiti Coast Older 
Persons’ Council due to their unevenness and camber, and the real difficulty that arises when 
pedestrians (the elderly in particular) and the users of mobility scooters are attempting to cross 
Kapiti Road at any point not controlled by traffic lights. Our members have reported real 
difficulties at those intersections and the Kāpiti Landing roundabout.

There are issues right now, but the expressway construction, along with its interchange with 
Kāpiti Road, presents extra challenges and opportunities for our community. The future form of
Kāpiti Road in terms of footpaths, mobility scooter paths, cycleways, signs, lanes, crossings 
other amenities must recognise the importance of this east-west connection that is crucial to all 
members of our community, including those not driving motor vehicles.

The Town Centres Transformation Project lists as some of its outcomes for the Kāpiti Road 
project:

• Quality environment for older people; and
• Function well for active modes (cycling and walking)

If the Town Centres Transformation Project is to achieve those objectives, the Kāpiti Coast 
Older Persons’ Council submits that there must be separate and safe passageways for walkers, 
cyclists and users of mobility scooters along Kāpiti Road, including on both sides and through 
the expressway. 

The Kāpiti Coast Older Persons’ Council also submits that, as a coastal community, the Kāpiti 
Coast must take seriously the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change recommendation to 
reduce carbon emissions by 40-70% by 2050, and accommodate active modes at least as much 
as carbon-powered transport in its planning.


